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August 11th, 2019 
Truly This Man Was the Son of God! 

Mark 15:33-39 
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Lesson Introduction: Last week, we saw Jesus delivered 
over to be crucified and how the crowds mocked Him and 
taunted Him. This week, we will focus on His last few 
moments before His death and the moments 
immediately following His death. Although we are 
looking at a very short passage this week, we will see 
that it is full of deep truths that are foundational to our 
salvation. What we will learn this week is that Jesus, the 
Son of God, endured separation from His Father on our 
behalf and that through enduring it, He has provided the 
way for us to have fellowship with God. 
 
FOUNDATIONAL TRUTHS OF THE PASSAGE:  
 

• Jesus endured separation from His Father on our 
behalf (V. 34) 
 

• Christ’s death grants us entry into the presence of 
God (V. 38) 

 

• Jesus truly is the Son of God (V. 39) 
 
Mark 15:33-39 (ESV) 
 
33 And when the sixth hour had come, there was 
darkness over the whole land until the ninth hour. 34 And 
at the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, 
lema sabachthani?” which means, “My God, my God, 
why have you forsaken me?” 35 And some of the 
bystanders hearing it said, “Behold, he is calling Elijah.” 
36 And someone ran and filled a sponge with sour wine, 
put it on a reed and gave it to him to drink, saying, 
“Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to take him 
down.” 37 And Jesus uttered a loud cry and breathed his 
last. 38 And the curtain of the temple was torn in two, 
from top to bottom. 39 And when the centurion, who 
stood facing him, saw that in this way he breathed his 
last, he said, “Truly this man was the Son of God!” 
 
 

Discussion Section 1: My God, My God, Why Have You 
Forsaken Me? (V. 33-34) 
 
-Why was there darkness over the whole land for 3 
hours during Jesus’ crucifixion? 
 
-Why did Jesus have to experience separation from His 
Father during the crucifixion? 
 
Note: 2 Corinthians 6:14 tells us, “Do not be unequally 
yoked with unbelievers. For what partnership has 
righteousness with lawlessness? Or what fellowship has 
light with darkness?” For the very first (and only) time in 
history, we see God the Father and Jesus the Son out of 
fellowship with one another. Before time began, there 
was perfect fellowship between Father and Son (John 
1:1, 17:1-5). But at the cross, we see separation. Why 
this separation between the Father and the Son? 
Because light can have no fellowship with darkness. It is 
an impossibility for light and darkness to have a part of 
one another.  
 
As Jesus hung on the cross, He embodied darkness by 
carrying all the sins of the world; past, present, and 
future. At that moment, the One Who embodies light, 
the Perfect and Holy One (James 1:17, 1 John 1:5), could 
have no fellowship with Him. Separation from Holy God 
is the cost of sin and Jesus paid it in full. Being forsaken 
by God is the price that we should all have to pay 
because of our sin. He is Holy. He is Perfect. He is Light. 
We are sinful. We are enemies of God. We are darkness. 
We deserve to be separated from God. We have no right 
to fellowship with Him. Yet what we see here is that 
Jesus bore that separation on our behalf. He became sin 
for us (2 Corinthians 5:21). He was the substitute for our 
sins. But amazingly, as we will see in a moment, He not 
only took our sin on Himself, but through this great 
substitution, His righteousness is transferred to us! 
 
Discussion Section 2: The Veil Has Been Torn (V. 38) 
 
-What did Jesus cry loudly before the curtain was torn? 
(John 19:30, Luke 23:46) 
 
-What did Jesus earn for us by enduring separation from 
His Father? 
 
-How should the torn curtain impact our daily lives? 
 
Note: In verse 37, we see that just before Jesus breathed 
His last, He uttered something loudly, and in correlation 
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with His death, the curtain of the temple was torn in 
two, from top to bottom. Before we consider the 
implications of the curtain being torn, we should consider 
what it was that Jesus uttered just before He died.  
 
John 19:30 tells us, “When Jesus had received the sour 
wine, he said, “It is finished,” and he bowed his head 
and gave up his spirit.” In Luke 23:46 we see Jesus crying 
out, “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit!” What 
we can gather from these accounts is that Jesus cried, “it 
is finished!” followed by, “Father, into your hands I 
commit my spirit!” and then He breathed His last. This 
begs the question, what was Jesus declaring to be 
finished as He committed His spirit into His Father’s 
hands? And the tearing of the curtain answers that 
question.  
 
Jesus had completely satisfied the wrath of God on the 
cross. He put sin and separation to death on our behalf. 
And at that very moment, the veil was torn. Timothy 
Keller describes this moment beautifully in his book, 
Jesus The King: 
 
"Remember that the curtain in the temple was not a 
flimsy little veil; it was heavy and thick, almost as 
substantial as a wall. The curtain separated the holy of 
holies, where God’s shekinah glory dwelled, from the 
rest of the temple—it separated the people from the 
presence of God. And remember that only the holiest 
man, the high priest, from the holiest nation, the Jews, 
could enter the holy of holies—and only on the holiest 
day of the year, Yom Kippur, and he had to bring a 
blood sacrifice, an atonement for sins. The curtain said 
loudly and clearly that it is impossible for anyone 
sinful—anyone in spiritual darkness—to come into 
God’s presence. 
 
At the moment Jesus Christ died, this massive curtain 
was ripped open. The tear was from top to bottom, just 
to make clear who did it. This was God’s way of saying, 
“This is the sacrifice that ends all sacrifices, the way is 
now open to approach me.” Now that Jesus has died, 
anybody who believes in him can see God, connect to 
God. The barrier is gone for good. Our trajectory has 
been permanently redirected toward God. And that’s 
only possible because Jesus has just paid the price for 
our sin. Anybody who believes can go in now.” 
 
As we consider how Jesus tore the curtain in two for us, it 
should challenge us to think about how this incredible 
moment in history should shape our daily lives. What an 

incredible thing that the God of the universe has grated 
us unlimited access to Himself through the sacrifice of His 
only Son. We no longer need a high priest to go before 
God on our behalf, for Jesus has done it! We have been 
made royal priests by the blood of Christ (1 Peter 2:9), 
and we are able to go before God with confidence 
(Hebrews 4:15-16)! As we consider how Christ has 
granted us unlimited access to God, may we be 
challenged to; day by day, hour by hour, minute by 
minute, go before our God with confidence and humility, 
trusting Him at every turn. May we enter His presence 
with praise and thanksgiving on our lips. May we find 
ourselves in constant communion with Him.   
 
Discussion Section 3: Truly This Man Was the Son of 
God! (V. 39) 
 
-What was it about the way Jesus died that caused the 
centurion to acknowledge Jesus as the Son of God? 
 
-What does the centurion’s confession teach us about 
the power of Christ’s death? 
 
-How are we like the centurion when it comes to how we 
came to recognize Jesus as Lord? 
 
-What does it look like to walk daily in the understanding 
that Jesus truly is the Son of God? 
 
Note: As this lesson comes to a close, we see an 
incredible moment in the Scriptures. As Jesus dies, the 
centurion that was presiding over His death has a 
revelation. In amazement he cries out, “Truly this man 
was the Son of God!” This was a soldier who had no 
doubt watched many men die by way of crucifixion. But 
this time, something was different. The difference was 
the Man on the cross. The centurion saw a Man who 
prayed that God would forgive the ones that were doing 
this to Him (Luke 23:34). He saw a Man who, while 
suffering greatly, took time to make sure His mother was 
taken care of (John 19:25-27). He saw a Man who died 
so that many would live. The grace, mercy, compassion, 
and determination of Christ on the Christ wooed the 
centurion to make this confession, and we are not unlike 
him. It was us who put Jesus on the cross, just as much as 
it was that centurion. We too were once Christ’s enemies 
(Ephesians 2:1-3, Romans 5:6-11). But as we looked to 
the Man Jesus, our hearts were melted and our minds 
were changed. Today and every day, may we live in the 
realization that the Son of God graciously died on our 
behalf, and may we forever praise His name.  


